ISO                       JOHN MARSHALL
The Federalist candidate in Richmond was the member of the Legislature whom the Federalists had succeeded in electing after Marshall's retirement three years before. He was Marshall's intimate friend and a stanch supporter of Washington's Administration. But it appears that in the present crisis his popularity was not sufficient to secure his election, nor his courage robust enough for the stern fight that was certain to develop in the General Assembly*
The polls were open and the voting in progress, Marshall was among the first to arrive; and he announced his choice.1 Upon his appearance "a gentleman demanded that a poll be opened for Mr. Marshall.'* 2 Marshall, of course, indignantly refused; he had promised to support his friend, he avowed, and now to become a candidate was against "his wishes and feeling and honor.5' But Marshall promised that he would stand for the Legislature the following year.
Thereupon Marshall left the polls and went to the court-house to make an argument in a case then pending. No sooner had he departed than a poll was opened for him in spite of his objections;3 he was elected; and in the evening was told of the undesired honor with which the freeholders of Richmond had crowned him.
1 The voting was viva, voce* See infra, chap. x.
* Undoubtedly this gentleman was one of the perturbed Federalist managers.
8 North American Review, xxvi, 22. While this story seems improbable, no evidence has appeared which throws doubt upon it. At any rate, it serves to illustrate Marshall's astonishing popularity.